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 Writing is unlike any other subject in school – except art.  Writing, like 

art, improves with time, patience, and learning how to hone (improve) your 

piece.  There are several ways you can improve your writing and make it more 

interesting and readable.   

 The first thing you should do is a sloppy copy, or first draft.  An artist or 

designer might do something similar called a sketch or mock-up.  Don’t worry 

too much about spelling or trying to be perfect, just get the ideas down on the 

paper and give it a great effort.  After that, take a break, come back to the draft 

a second time and use a blue/red pen to make some revisions.  When I type, I 

often change the font or color of the text to show how much (or how little) I put 

into my second draft. 

One thing you should do, but is difficult to do, is delete a sentence from 

your writing.   You heard right – get rid of a weak sentence in your paper. The 

best artists and authors dislike their first attempts, because when they look 

back, there is always something that can improve.  Deleting a weak part (or 

whole sections) ensures that you are being fairly critical about a first attempt 

that is probably not great.  You should then create a new sentence or sentences 

using more descriptive adjectives to take its place.   

Another thing you should do is vary, or change, your subjects from time 

to time.  Reading a paper that has “I” or “My” or “Then” or “Next” over and over 

as the subject of the sentence is boring!  You can switch around parts in your 

sentence to change your sentence structure, or replace the subject with 

something else altogether.  For example: 

 

 

Instead of using “I” as the subject, flip-flop the predicate and subject to 

something like this: 



 

Notice that some words have been inserted and other words have been taken 

out, but the subject “I” is towards the end of the sentence.  That’s OK!  It shows 

that you are varying (changing) your sentence structure.  

 You can also use a thesaurus to replace boring old words in your writing.  

Just make sure that the word isn’t too fancy and it doesn’t take away from what 

you’re trying to describe in your writing.  I took a class once where the teacher 

told us to omit (take out) at least 5 adjectives on the page and replace them, no 

matter how great we thought those words were. 

 Having a trusted person give feedback or advice could be valuable.  The 

person doesn’t need to be a writing expert, but should be someone you think 

will give fair criticism.  After you read the same piece over and over, your 

perspective on the writing may be slanted because you’re not seeing the words 

the same way someone else would.  I like to fold a paper in half and write a + 

and – to show what the person liked or did not like.  After I have heard their 

feedback and suggestions, it’s still up to the writer to decide which feedback 

they want to use, or ignore.  Don’t forget to return the favor and be a fair critic 

for that person.  When in doubt, ask your teacher or another reliable person to 

read your draft – a second pair of eyes may see things you did not.   

Hope these tips help!  Reading great writing – whether it is in a book, 

magazine, online article, or newspaper, may give you some ideas on how the 

professionals write and they may give you some other ideas as well. 


